No Legal Issues When Using a Pulse Pen
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Legal Issue:

Recording Classroom Lectures in Florida

All parties must consent to the recording or the disclosure of the 

contents of any wire, oral or electronic communication in Florida. 

Recording, disclosing, or endeavoring to disclose without the consent 

of all parties is a felony, unless the interception is a first offense 

committed without any illegal purpose, and not for commercial gain. 

Fla. Stat. ch. 934.03. These first offenses and the interception of 

cellular frequencies are misdemeanors. State v. News-Press Pub. 

Co., 338 So. 2d 1313 (1976).

Under the statute, consent is not required for the taping of a non-

electronic communication uttered by a person 

who does not 

have a reasonable expectation of privacy

in that communication.

See definition of “oral communication,” Fla. Stat. ch. 934.02. See also 

Stevenson v. State, 667 So.2d 410 (Fla. Dist. Ct. App. 1996); Paredes 

v. State, 760 So.2d 167 (Fla. Dist. Ct. App. 2000).
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Legal Issue:

Expectation of Privacy in the Classroom?

Plock v. Board of Education of Freeport School District (2007)

“A classroom in a public school is not the private property of any 

teacher; it is a public space in which government employees 

communicate with member of the public. Any expectations of privacy 

about communications taking place…was found to be inherently 

unreasonable and beyond the protection of the Fourth Amendment.”

Evens v. Los Angeles Unified School District (1999)

“A teacher must always expect ‘public dissemination’ of his or her 

classroom ‘communications and activities.’”

Roberts v. Houston Independent School District (1990)

“…teaching in the public classroom does not fall within the zone of 

protected privacy since public school teaching is by its nature open to 

public view.”


