Digital Text Consideration Guide

When the use of traditional printed text presents a barrier to student achievement, consideration for the trial use of assistive technology software is recommended.
Identify the reading tasks required by the curriculum and determine if the student is able to complete the tasks with the current tools.  If there is a need to investigate assistive technology, then the following list of tools may be considered and used for a trial period to determine effectiveness.
	Reading Tasks may include:
	May be affected by limitations in:

	A variety of printed text
	Visual acuity

	Textbooks
	Physical abilities

	Worksheets
	Decoding skills

	Tests
	Fluency skills

	Supplementary materials
	Comprehension

	Research
	English Language Learner

	Digital(computer) text; PowerPoint Presentations
Interactive WhiteBoard
	Motivation
Cognition

	Teacher notes on Chalkboard
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	Text-to-Speech

Software tools to try
	Features

	PowerTalk 
(free)
	• PowerPoint text on presentation is read      • Synthetic speech 

	Adobe Reader 
(free)
	• Reads text on any PDF                                • Synthetic speech   

• Can enlarge/magnify page

	ReadPlease 
(free)
	• Reads text in program                                   • Synthetic speech + Spanish voice
• Highlights by word/sentence                         • Change rate of speech output

• Change visual aspects (size, color)              •  Save documents

	Natural Reader
 (free)
	• Reads text in program                                   • Synthetic speech
• Highlights by word/sentence                          • Floating mini-toolbar

• Reads selected text on internet                     • Change rate of speech output

• Change visual aspects (size, color)               • Save documents

• Add graphics

	Natural Reader Pro 7
(Middle/High)
	• Same as above (Natural Reader free)           • Toolbars built into Office products

• Create MP3 from text                                     • Read on internet – displays ticker
• Change rate of speech and voices (Spanish available)              

	Microsoft Word 2003
	• Reads text aloud                                            • Synthetic speech
• Change visual aspects (size, color, font)       • Add graphics

• Add recorded speech                                     • Auto-summarize
• Dictionary, Thesaurus

	AspireReader

(Middle/High)


	• Reads text aloud                                            • Reads documents and internet

• Synthetic speech                                            • Change rate of speech

• Highlighting by word, sentence                      • Split screen for note-taking

• Talking web browser

	Write:Outloud
(ESE teachers)
Write:Outloud 6/SOLO

(all elementary teachers)
	• Reads text aloud                                            • Synthetic speech
• Change rate of speech                                   • Highlight by word/sentence/paragraph          • Change visual aspects                                   • Talking spell checker                                     • Talking dictionary                                           • Pronunciation editor                                       • Graphic library     

	TestTalker
(Middle/High)
	• Reads text aloud                                           • Synthetic speech

• Insert test field buttons                                  • Highlights words
• Scan printed texts to convert to digital version 




After trial use of the above program(s) has been conducted, if no solution has been successful and you need further assistance, consider a referral to VAATT.
