What Every Teacher Should Know about 

Text-to-Speech (TTS)
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What is Text-to-Speech (TTS)?  

Text-to-Speech (TTS) is the synthetic speech output from a computer as it reads the text on the screen.  The quality of the speech may vary depending on the speech engines loaded on any particular computer.  
Why use TTS?

Students who struggle with reading can use TTS software to enrich learning by listening to the text read aloud on the computer as it is highlighted and they follow along independently.  They can also use TTS to listen to their own written work.  Digital text may be obtained from any content area of the curriculum such as science, social studies, math, and special areas.
Considerations for use of TTS:  

· Struggling readers/writers

· Tier 2 students

· Primarily after 3rd grade – before 6th grade
· Supports fluency

· Accessibility (visual, auditory, physical manipulation of text)

	Text-to-Speech (TTS) Tools

VCS Approved Software 

	Write:OutLoud 6/SOLO Edition                                           Read Please

Natural Reader                                                                      Power Talk

Kidspiration (Listen Tool)


For more information & support in implementation of TTS software, contact FDLRS East 386-258-4684, x53700.
Resources for Digital Text (Elementary)

When you find the text you want to use, you may copy and paste it into any text-to-speech program!  Here are some links to get you started.
EBooks for young readers http://etext.lib.virginia.edu/ebooks/subjects/subjects-young.html (select the web version to access the text)
http://www.candlelightstories.com/Stories.php More stories

Online Library Read Print – www.readprint.com
Online Library Bibliomania – www.bilbiomania.com
Online Library - http://infomotions.com/alex  
Online Library – www.classicreader.com 

International Children’s Library - http://en.childrenslibrary.org/ 

Bookshare – www.bookshare.org 

Ask a Librarian – Internet Public Library  http://www.ipl.org/
Wired for Books - http://wiredforbooks.org/kids.htm 
