Technology for Student Success: An Introduction
Unit 5 – Accessible Instructional Materials (AIM)
Section 1 – Introduction
FCIM – As bolded words in this unit are moused over the definition or additional information should be revealed.
Welcome to Unit 5: Accessible Instructional Materials (AIM). Students have to work with a wide variety of instructional materials. Textbooks and workbooks are two of the most common types of instructional materials. There are also handouts, magazines, printed learning activities, books in the media center, and much more. All of these types of materials are successfully utilized by many students. Yet for some students with disabilities printed instructional materials can be extremely difficult to use. A student with a physical disability may not be able to pick up a book or turn the pages. A student with a vision disability may not be able to see the text. For these students, and others, printed instructional materials are not accessible.
In order to ensure that all students receive a free and appropriate public education (FAPE) schools need to provide appropriate and accessible instructional materials to all students with disabilities. This could include providing braille books, large print, digital text, a variety of low-tech accommodations such as highlighter tape, colored overlays, visual organizers, or a variety of other media formats and accommodations. This unit will target the following objectives:
Objectives:
· To identify various types of accessible instructional media (AIM)
· To explore a variety of AIM resources
· To show how AIM relates to UDL, AT, and IT
Before we get started let’s get to know two students from Tech Town Middle School. Within this unit you will see a student icon from time to time. Click on it to discover how AIM can be used to help these students.
	Picture of girl here
	Natalie is 12 years old. She has been diagnosed with Irlin Scoptic Syndrome. She currently wears glasses and needs large print to read. Doctors have indicated that her vision will continue to decline.


	Picture of boy here

	Jesse is 13 years old and was retained in first grade. He has significant reading deficits and currently reads on a second grade level. He has an active IEP, which includes accommodations.




To begin the learning activities for this unit, please go to Learning Activities or click on the Learning Activities menu item at left.

