Unit 3, Section 3
Bit of Background
	Before you get started with Tea’ and Jesse you will need to have a little background about assistive technology (AT) before diving into to help them.  The following is a chronological list of the laws that have shaped the AT practice in public schools.
As part of your required reading, click on each of the laws and read the information.
FCIM:  Create a visual time line across page.  Laws should be in some shaped box and participants will click on to reveal information about laws. Should be in chronological order. 
[bookmark: _GoBack] (
Rehabilitation Act of 1973
)

Assistive technology has been addressed in federal laws since the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. In this law, section 504 became the first federal civil rights law to protect the rights of individuals with disabilities.
Section 504 states that:
“no otherwise qualified handicapped individual in the United States shall, solely by reason of his/her handicap, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination 
 (
Education for All Handicapped Children Act of 1975
)


 In addition to the assurances of civil rights of students with disabilities, other legislation has been enacted that addresses their educational rights. The Education for All Handicapped Children Act of 1975 was the first major law that guarantees the right to public education for all children, ages 5 to 21.

The Education for All Handicapped Children Act (EHA) provided:
· Free and Appropriate Education (FAPE) for all children with disabilities, ages 5-21
· Special Education and related services must be free, provided by the public agency at no cost to parents
· The development of an Individualized Education Program (IEP) for each child eligible for special education and related services
· To the maximum extent appropriate, all children and youth with disabilities will be educated in the least restrictive education (LRE) environment
· That parents have the right to participate in every decision related to the identification, evaluation, and placement of their child
under any program or activity receiving federal financial assistance”
 (
EHA Amendments
)


There have been three EHA amendments, 1986, 1990, and 1997. The 1990 Amendment included the following:
· Rename the EHA as the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). 
· To define Assistive Technology Devices and Services for children with disabilities for inclusion in the IEP
The 1997 amendment furthered strengthened the rights of students with disabilities and included:
· The “consideration” of Assistive Technology Devices and Services on the IEP’s of all students. Use of school-purchased AT in a child’s home or other settings is required if the child needs access to those devices to receive FAPE.
· Includes orientation and mobility services to the list of related services for children who are blind or have visual impairments, as well as for other children who may also need instruction in traveling around their school, or to and from school
Although the civil and education rights of individuals with disabilities were strengthened during the 1980’s and 1990’s, the laws did not mandate the use of Assistive Technology. Since this time, there have been several laws specifically addressing the AT needs of persons with disabilities have been passed.

 (
Technology Related Assistance for Individuals with Disabilities Act of 1988
)


The Technology Related Assistance for Individuals with Disabilities Act of 1988 (Tech Act) provided federal funds to states to develop training and delivery systems for assistive technology devices and services. It requires states and territories to develop statewide, consumer-responsive programs of technology relates services for individuals with disabilities of all ages. This act was the first to define Assistive Technology Devices and Services and also promoted the availability and quality of AT devices and services to all individuals, including children.
 (
Americans with Disabilities Act, 1990
)


In 1990, the Americans with Disabilities Act was passed giving full civil rights to all individuals with disabilities. Discrimination in public and private sector employment, public accommodation, transportation, state and local government services and telecommunications is prohibited as an extension of Section 504. 
 (
1992 
R
eauthorization of the Rehabilitation Act
)


In the 1992 Reauthorization of the Rehabilitation Act Section 508, the rights of individuals to be provided access to electronic and information technology were further strengthened. Federal agencies’ electronic and information technology are required to be accessible to people with disabilities. 
 (
Technology Related Assistance for Individuals with Disabilities Act of 1998
)


Ten years later, the Assistive Technology Act of 1998 acknowledged that technology is a valuable tool that can be used to improve the lives of Americans with disabilities. It extends the funding of the 50 states and six territories to develop permanent, comprehensive, statewide programs of technology related assistance.
 (
Individuals with Disabilities Act, 199
7
)



Although the Tech Act first defined AT devices and services, it was IDEA in 1990 that first outlined the school district’s responsibility to provide AT to students with disabilities. It also included the Tech Act’s Assistive Technology Devices and Services and a specific statement about the school district’s role. 

An Assistive Technology Device is defined in the Individuals with Disabilities Act (IDEA) as:  “any item, piece of equipment, or product system, whether acquired commercially, off the shelf, modified, or customized, that is used to increase, maintain, or improve the functional capabilities of children with disabilities.” (Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), 34 CFR § 300.5)
An Assistive Technology Service is defined in the Individuals with Disabilities Act (IDEA) as: “any service that directly assists a child with a disability in the selection, acquisition, or use of an assistive technology device.
The term includes – 
(a) The evaluation of the needs of a child with a disability, including a functional evaluation of the child in the child’s customary environment;
(b) Purchasing, leasing, or otherwise providing for the acquisition of assistive technology devices by children with disabilities;
(c) Selecting, designing, fitting, customizing, adapting, applying, maintaining, repairing, or replacing assistive technology devices;
(d) Coordinating and using other therapies, interventions, or services with assistive technology devices, such as those associated with existing education and rehabilitation plans and programs;
(e) Training or technical assistance for a child with a disability, or if appropriate, that child’s family; and
(f) Training or technical assistance for professionals (including individuals providing education or rehabilitation services), employers, or other individuals who provide services to, employ, or are otherwise substantially involved in the major life functions of that child.” (Code of Federal Regulations [CFR] § 300.6)
It is clear that the school district, as a public agency, must ensure that both AT devices and services are provided if “required” for the student to receive a free, appropriate public education (FAPE). It is often challenging for schools to make this determination and it is the IEP team’s responsibility to determine what, if any, AT is necessary. 
It is important to note that it is never specified whether or not something specific is AT and it is the responsibility of the IEP to determine what is assistive technology for a specific student. Ultimately, the goal of Assistive Technology is the improvement/maintenance of performance or functional capabilities. 
NEW PAGE
The SETT Framework
Due to the challenging nature of determining what, if any, Assistive Technology is necessary; there are several models that have been developed by individuals and/or state programs to help the IEP team in the process. One of the most common and widely recognized models is the SETT Framework.  The SETT Framework is a guideline for gathering data in order to make effective assistive technology decisions. It is a four part model intended to promote collaborative decision-making in all phases of assistive technology service design and delivery from consideration through implementation and evaluation of effectiveness. SETT is an acronym for Student, Environments, Tasks, and Tools. The SETT Framework considers first, the Student, the Environment(s),  and the Tasks required for active participation in the activities of the environment, and finally, the system of TOOLS needed for the student to address the tasks. The SETT Framework was originally developed by Joy Zabala, an expert in the field of assistive technology, and is now being used all over to support the AT decision making process. For more information and SETT forms, visit www.CAST.org or www.joyzabala.com.  







