IT Unit 4 Glossary

21st Century Skills
21st Century Skills are essential skills that our students need to succeed as productive adults in the 21st century, skills to actively participate in society using all forms of media available which help them to think and reflect critically to develop creative solutions to problems.  Some 21st century skills include use of technology, collaboration, innovation and reasoning.

Blogs
A blog, short for Web Log, is a web page that provides a user the ability to create a public, personal journal or forum for sharing with others.  Blogs typically reflect the personality of the blogger, or the author.  Readers usually have the ability to respond or comment on a posting.

Cloud Computer 
Cloud computing is the general term used for Internet-based computing.  The cloud is a metaphor for the Internet and storage services users are able to access any time from any computer with Internet access.  Google Docs is an example.

Digital Citizenship
A concept addresses what students should know when using technology and how to behave appropriately and safely.  

Digital Content
Digital Content refers to any electronic media—music, information, and images—that is available in an electronic, digital form and able to be distributed or downloaded online.

Digital Literacy
[bookmark: _GoBack]The ability to locate, organize, understand, evaluate, and create information using digital technology.  It involves a working knowledge of current high-technology, and an understanding of how it can be used.

Instructional Technology
Any piece of equipment or product system, whether acquired commercially or off the shelf, modified, or customized, that is used to increase, maintain, or improve academic performance or meet learning objectives.
Listservs
The term, Listserv, refers to a specific mailing list.  When an email is sent out by a mailing list server, it is broadcasted to everyone on the mailing list.


RSS
The acronym, RSS, has a few definitions but it is used most often to mean “Really Simple Syndication,” which describe the syndication of Web content.  Content syndicated may include news feeds and stories, headlines, event listings, project updates, and updates from discussion forums.

Social Networking
Social Networking is the expression used to describe a Web site that allows users to create public profiles and develop relationships with other people, groups or organizations on the same site or network.  Social networking sites are community based and often provide chatrooms and other forums for online discussion and sharing.

Twitter
Twitter is a free social messaging tool that helps people connect and network using brief text message updates.  A “tweet” can be no more than 140 characters, and is often referred to as microblogging.  


Virtual Worlds
A 3D computer simulated environment in which users are represented on screen by characters or avatars and interact in real time with others online.

Web 2.0
Web 2.0 is the term typically describing the second generation of the World Wide Web, which provides users with more functionality and the ability to share and collaborate online.

Wikis
Meaning “quick” in Hawaiian, a Wiki typically refers to a collaborative Web site, and, based on the permissions set by the creator, allows others to add, modify, or delete content that has been uploaded or posted.
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