










FCIM: All the pictures that I’ve included this unit are from Microsoft.com, Office Clipart & Media Online Downloads and should not be a copyright issue.  Based on what is uses for the students in Unit 1, my pictures for the students – Isabella & Jake may need to be changed.  Note – Jake is not in Unit 1.  I created him.  
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…it helps to look at the typical process of technology adoption (keeping in mind, of course, that schools are not typical of anything.) It's typically a four-step process:
Dabbling. 
Doing old things in old ways. 
Doing old things in new ways. 
Doing new things in new ways. 
Marc Prensky 
) (
What should we call these “new” students of today? …The most useful designation I have found for them is Digital Natives. Our students today are all “native speakers” of the digital language of computers, video games and the Internet. 
So what does that make the rest of us? Those of us who were not born into the digital world but have, at some later point in our lives, become fascinated by and adopted many 
or most aspects of the new technology are, and always will be compared to them, Digital Immigrants.
Marc Prensky 
)
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There are students with various readiness levels, intelligences, learning styles, and needs in the 7th grade at Tech Town Middles School.  In Unit 2, you learned how the teachers at Tech Town MS support their students with a universally designed curriculum.  But despite the differences in the students, the teachers know there is one thing that the students have in common-- they are digital natives, digital learners who need 21st century skills.  
When the Tech Town MS students graduate from high school and move on to careers, many will be working in jobs that have yet to be created, and they will need skills that will help them be successful in that world.  To help the students develop those skills, in order to meet the students where they are, engage and motivate the students, the 7th grade teachers integrate instructional technology into the classroom curriculum.  Not doing so would be a disservice to their students.   They would not be preparing them for the world in which they will live.
In this unit, you will learn what is instructional technology, how it can be used to improved academic performance and meet learning objectives, and gather ideas on how you can integrate it into your classroom.  
Unit 4 Objectives:
· Identify the characteristics of instructional technology
· Align various instructional technologies with curriculum areas
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Meet the Tech Town Students
Introduced below are three Tech Town Middle School Students.  Read their descriptions, and as you work through this unit, keep them in mind.  Think about how you could use what your learning, Instructional Technology, to enhance and support their learning and success.
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	Meet Isabella

12 years old, 7th grader
Gifted
Enjoys playing with new technology gadgets
Expressive
Auditory learner
Prefers Active involvement and Less structured Activities
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	Meet Jake

13 years old, 7th grader
Does not have an IEP or GEP
Impatient, Multitasker
Very creative
Extremely social
Multimedia oriented
Prefers Web-based, Technology based lessons


	FCIM:  Please insert a picture of William in the above box, based on what you use in Unit 1.  
	Meet William
12 years old, 7th Grader
LD
Has a processing disorder
Take longer to complete assignments
Requires multiple accommodations documented on IEP



 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Sue & FCIM:  I do not have access to Judy’s latest version of student descriptions in Unit 1.  These are based on what was distributed in our December meeting.  Please review and confirm mine are still accurate.  If Judy’s descriptions have changed, mine will need to be modified as well.  However, my student JAKE would probably not be listed in her description as I created him as a representative of a gen. ed. Student.  
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